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RE- ENTRY
FADE | N:
EXT. TRAFFI C Cl RCLE - DAY

A town car with governnent plates rounds the Lincoln Menorial
and turns toward the Potonmac River.

EXT. ARLI NGTON MEMORI AL BRI DGE - CONTI NUOUS

The car crosses over the gray water, dimnishing in size as
the perspective wi dens to enbrace the heart of the nation's
capital. Then the view shifts west.

EXT. NORTHERN VI RG NI A - CONTI NUQUS

Subur ban streets and cul -de-sacs yield to the broad runways
of Dulles International Airport. Connected to the southern
end of the airport, a separate installation appears.

EXT. BUI LDI NG COVWPLEX - CONTI NUOUS

A tightly-packed, eclectic mx of architecturally dramatic
structures stands bol dly against the sky.

SUPER: " CHANTI LLY, VIRG NI A."

At the center of the conplex is a long, arched-roof building.
A smal | er enclosure of simlar design extends perpendicularly.

EXT. PUBLI C ENTRANCE - CONTI NUOUS

Visitors and tourists wal k through a row of glass doors. A
sign above reads: "Smthsonian Institution - National Ar
and Space Museum - Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center.”

| NT. DI SPLAY HANGAR - SHORT Tl ME LATER

Surrounded by smaller, |less inpressive exhibits, the U S.
space shuttle "Di scovery" sits serenely below a | arge Anmerican
flag. Goups of people are gathered around, pointing at the
pol i shed, spotlit vehicle and taking pictures.

| ncongruous with the festive atnosphere, three grimfaced
men in dark suits wal k purposively past the display.

A SHORT DI STANCE AWAY

the white-haired, friendly-looking DIRECTOR of the facility
stands next to a shiny Mercury capsul e, signing some paperwork
on a clipboard, while a young ASSI STANT waits.

The Director finishes and hands the clipboard back to the
Assistant. Then he turns and sees the approachi ng nen.

DI RECTOR
Ah -- yes; good norning!
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He shakes the hand of the one who seens to be the HEAD MAN

DI RECTOR
(gesturing)
Pl ease -- this way.

FARTHER FROM EXHI BI TS - MOMENTS LATER

The Director leads the three nen to the foot of an open
stairway. He glances back at his guests.

DI RECTOR
As sorry as | was to see the shuttle
programend, | must admt, Discovery

has been very good to us.

They start wal king up the stairs, |ooking down over the
gl eam ng fusel age and tail section of the shuttle bel ow

DI RECTOR
Museum att endance has al nost doubl ed
since she arrived.

I NT. HALLWAY - SHORT TI ME LATER

The Director opens a door next to a nounted wall plate
displaying his title.

DI RECTOR
Ri ght in here, gentlenen.

They wal k into
AN EXECUTI VE OFFI CE

where the Director notions for the nen to sit before taking
his own seat behind his [arge, nenorabilia-|aden desk.

The Head Man and his SECOND sit down in two chairs on the
other side of the desk. The TH RD MAN cl oses the door and
remai ns st andi ng.

DI RECTOR
So, what can | do for you? Al |
was told was that this has sonething
to do with the shuttle.

The seated nmen exchange qui ck, unconfortable glances. Then
t he Head Man | ooks squarely at the Director.

HEAD MAN
W need it back.

The Director's smle slowy disappears.

DI RECTOR
Excuse ne?



EXT. SPACE

The dark side of the Earth turns toward the sun, revealing
an orbiting object on the bright blue horizon. Seen froma
great distance, the satellite appears tiny and indistinct.

SUPER: " ElI GHTEEN MONTHS LATER. "

As the Earth rotates into the light, the shuttle Di scovery
rises into view, loomng large. It is flipped upside-down,
with its protective black undercoating facing the stars.

Through the thick glass of one of the shuttle's illum nated
wi ndows, a wonan's face can be seen, peering out.

| NT. DI SCOVERY CREW COVPARTMENT - FLI GHT DECK - CONTI NUOUS

The woman is M ssion Specialist DANA ANDERSON. She's in her
early 30's, but | ooks younger; small-framed and attractively
fem ni ne despite her shapel ess NASA attire and zero-g hair.

ANDERSON
There it is -- | can see it.

At the adjacent windowis Pilot BOB TRU TT -- a cocky, crew
cutted flyboy a few years ol der than Anderson. He lowers a
pair of binoculars and responds with a honmespun Texas twang.

TRU TT
Copy that.
(turning)
Your honors, Capt'n.

Drifting behind Truitt is Commander STEVE DRI SCOLL, a 45-
year-ol d space veteran, exuding conpetence and authority.

DRI SCOLL
(into headset mc)
Control, this is Discovery. W now
have XSAT in visual, and cl osing.

The second M ssion Specialist, CHUCK GRIFFIN, floats over to

see for hinself. 1In his late 30's, Giffin appears studi ous
and focused; every bit |ike the engineer he is.
GRI FFI N

Cl osi ng fast

The final nmenber of the crew, Payload Specialist VERNON

Rl CHTER, hovers off to the side. Bald and in his 40's, he
looks a little green around the gills, as if he's never done
anything like this before. He seens apart fromthe rest.

I NT. M SSI ON CONTRCOL - CONTI NUOUS

FRANK BOYD, a NASA lifer two or three years away fromhis
first heart attack, stands behind a console with a sign that
reads, "Flight Director.” Seated at a neighboring station

| abel | ed "CAPCOM' is the Capsul e Comruni cat or, TED CONWAY.



SUPER: " HOUSTON, TEXAS."

Boyd cl osely watches the three giant display screens in the
front of the room The center screen shows a grainy, noth-
i ke i mage above the panoram c curvature of the Earth.

CONVAY
(into m crophone)
Roger, Discovery; we've got it up
on the screen. Activate Code 201
for XSAT approach sequence.

Boyd turns to a TECHNI Cl AN
BOYD
(pointing at screen)
Can we get nore resolution on that?

Two short BEEPS sound from a phone on the console. Wth
undi sgui sed annoyance, Boyd picks up the receiver.

BOYD
Boyd.

LI Al SON (V. Q)
Sorry, Frank; |'ve got another cal
from Edwar ds.

BOYD
Jesus Christ, Hal, can't you handle
t hose guys for a while?
(gl anci ng at wat ch)
We've got a regular briefing at --

LI Al SON (V. Q)
It's Col onel Vaughn.

Boyd si ghs, pushing back his thinning hair.

BOYD
Ckay ... put himthrough.

EXT. POOL PATIO - N GHT

Sl unped dejectedly in a deck chair is the broken shell of
DEAN CHANDLER, 33. Di shevel ed, unshaven; a handsone ness.

SUPER: "LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA."

The t hrobbi ng sound of club nusic pul sates from sonewhere
i nside the large, Spanish-style house near by.

Chandl er gazes bl ankly at
THE POOL
where sees his warped reflection on its polluted surface.

ON THE PATI O
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Chandl er slowy and unsteadily stands up, grabbing the top
of the chair for support. As he takes a step, a near-slip
causes himto kick over an enpty liquor bottle, which rolls
noisily across the ceramic tile, comng to rest at the base
of a wthered potted pal m

He |linps toward the house.
| NT. THE HOUSE - MOVENTS LATER

Chandl er wal ks through an open sliding-glass door. |Inside
the nusic is louder and every light is turned on, pronpting
himto shield his eyes as he stunbles into his w ecked

LI VI NG ROOM
where he shuts off the blaring stereo.

Slowy regaining his vision, he turns to face a plasma TV,

now audi bl e, which shows a cl eaned-up, polished version of

hi msel f on the set of a programcalled "N ghtWatch." Bel ow
his image is the caption "Dean Chandler.” In the |ower right-
hand corner of the screen is a network |l ogo for "WNS."

CHANDLER (on TV)
: and al t hough the senator has
deni ed any i nproper use of canpaign
funds, he declined to say who paid
for his wife's cosnetic surgery.

The TV canera changes, now tighter on Chandl er.

CHANDLER (on TV)

Com ng up next, I'll ask M.B hone
run chanp Victor Martino if he lied
about steroids ... and what isn't

t he governnent telling you about
the new flu? Back after --

Chandl er presses a button on the TV, freezing the video on a
cl ose-up 1 mage of his face.

FEMALE VO CE (O S.)
Hey!

Chandl er spins around to see a dangerously young BLONDE
sprawl ed out on the couch. On the coffee table in front of
her are several sneared |ines of white powder.

The Bl onde daintily w pes under her nose with the tip of her
pi nky finger, then points at the TV.

BL ONDE
| s that you?

Chandl er stares at her for a nonent.

CHANDLER
Not anynor e.



He rubs his forehead.

CHANDLER
Don't touch ny stuff, okay?

He presses another button on the TV. The inmage changes to a
bl ank screen, then switches to current programmng, which is
showing a clip of a nighttine |aunch of the space shuttle.

COVMENTATOR (on TV, V.Q)
lifted off early Thursday to
retrieve a defective U S mlitary
satellite, known only as " XSAT."

| gnoring the broadcast, Chandler pulls a disc out of a DVD
pl ayer next to the TV.

COWENTATOR (on TV, V.Q)
Though all three shuttles were
previously retired, NASA unexpectedly
brought Di scovery back into service
for this final, top-secret m ssion.

Chandl er flings the DVD across the room

BLONDE
| just wanted to watch a novie ..

Chandl er turns and staggers out.

| NT. HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

Chandl er lurches past off-kilter artwork and into

THE DEN

where he col | apses onto a | eat her sofa.

| NT. DI SCOVERY CREW COMPARTMENT - FLI GHT DECK

Driscoll stares out the shuttle's forward w ndows.

EXT. SPACE - CONTI NUOUS

The strange satellite, seen earlier fromafar, now appears

in full view. It consists of two solid cones joined at their
narrowed ends by a central sphere, from which extends a dense
thi cket of short, stubby protrusions. The entire nechani sm
rotates slowy around its axis in propeller fashion.

| NT. DI SCOVERY FLI GHT DECK - CONTI NUOUS

Truitt glides up to Driscoll wth a clipboard in hand.

TRU TT
Ain't too pretty, is she?

Driscoll keeps staring out the w ndows.



DRI SCOLL
It's an unconventional design.

Giffin cones over.

GRI FFI N
No stars and bars, either.

TRU TT
(to Driscoll)
Sure we got the right one?

Before Driscoll can answer, Richter appears from bel ow.

Rl CHTER
XSAT does not have any insignia or
ot her markings to indicate national
origin. That's in the m ssion book.

At the Aft Crew Station, Anderson turns her head

ANDERSON
The RMS di agnostic is conplete.

Driscoll nods and nobves his headset mc closer to his nouth.

DRI SCOLL
Control, we're in position.

I NT. CHANDLER S HOUSE - DEN - DAY

Chandl er awakes on the sofa where he ended up the night
before. As soon as he sits up, he's hit by a sudden wave of
nausea, which sends himhacking into a nearby wastebasket.

When he's finished, he wipes his nouth on his sleeve; then
he | ooks over to his desk, where sonething catches his eye.

| NSERT - A TELEPHONE ON THE DESK
A small red light is blinking.
BACK TO SCENE

Chandl er shuffles over to the desk, hits a button on the
phone, and drops into a chair. The phone emts a BEEP

ANSVERI NG SERVI CE (V. Q)
New nessage ... Saturday ... eleven
thirty-three ... PM...

The voice nail begins to play.
CALLER (V. O)
M. Chandl er, ny nane is John.
|"ve seen your show. | have to
talk to you right away.

Chandl er inattentively pinches the bridge of his nose.



CALLER (V. Q)
| " ve got sonething for you; it's
bi gger than anything you' ve ever

done. 1've gotta blowthe lid off
before it's too late -- but | think
they're onto nme; | need your help.

Chandl er | ooks up, paying closer attention now.

CALLER (V. Q)
Meet nme tonorrow night at the Star-
Brite Diner in Pasadena at 7:00.
prom se, you won't be di sappoi nt ed.

The nmessage ends with another BEEP. Chandler hesitates for
a nonment, then punches a couple nore buttons.

ANSVERI NG SERVI CE (V. Q)
Caller ID ... has been bl ocked.

Scow i ng, Chandler term nates the recording.
EXT. SPACE

Truitt, in his spacesuit, jets toward XSAT using the thrusters
of the manned maneuvering unit strapped to his back.

| NT. DI SCOVERY CREW COVPARTMENT - FLI GHT DECK - CONTI NUOUS

Driscoll and Richter follow Truitt's progress on a nonitor,
communi cating with himthrough their headsets.

Rl CHTER
You're going too fast; slow down.

| NTERCUT - DI SCOVERY FLI GHT DECK / SPACEWALK
Truitt comes up to XSAT' s strange-| ooking center sphere.

TRU TT
' mal nost there ..

He reaches out and touches the sphere with his gloved hand
as Driscoll and Truitt watch intently on the nonitor.

DRI SCOLL
G ve us a report, Bob.
TRUI TT
It's a really odd surface ...
DRI SCOLL
Go ahead.
TRUI TT
Well, there's all of these little,
ah ... indentations along here ...

He trails off, as if unable to describe what he's seeing.



Rl CHTER
Are you experiencing any synptons?

Driscoll gives Richter an inquisitive |ook.

TRU TT
Any what? Didn't copy that.

Rl CHTER
Di zzi ness, disorientation, nervous
sensation -- anything like that?

There's an unconprehendi ng del ay before Truitt replies.

TRU TT
| feel fine, Vern -- how 'bout you?
DRI SCOLL
(smling)

Way don't you proceed to the
attachnment, Bob?

TRU TT
Roger .

| NT. CHANDLER S HOUSE - BATHROOM - DAY

Chandl er stands notionless in the shower, his head under the
spray as steamrises around him

SHORT TI ME LATER

Chandler, with wet hair and a towel wapped around his waist,
| eans over a marble sink. He takes a long look in the mrror.

DEN - SHORT TI ME LATER

Chandl er, now in a pair of boxer shorts and an open shirt,
sits at his desk, staring off into space. Then he inpulsively
pi cks up the receiver of his phone and presses sone buttons.

He listens for a nmonment; then he puts the receiver back down,
presses anot her button, and | eans back thoughtfully in his
chair, continuing to listen through the speaker.

CALLER (V. O)
: bi gger than anythi ng you' ve
ever done. |'ve gotta blowthe lid
off before it's too late --

Suddenly there's a |loud BUZZ froma separate intercom box on
the desk. Chandler irritably flips a swtch.

CHANDLER
(into intercon
Go away.

VISITOR (V.Q)
Did you know your gate's busted?
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CHANDLER
| said go away!

VISITOR (V.Q)
Yeah; | heard you. [|'mcom ng up.

FOYER - MOMENTS LATER

Chandl er opens the front door; no one is there. Then he
hears soneone entering froma different part the house.

LI VI NG ROOM - MOMVENTS LATER

Chandl er wal ks in to find SO. VEINSTEIN, a short, swarthy-
| ooking man in his 50's, surveying the disaster area. He
wears a tacky blazer and has an unlit cigar wedged between
his lips, which he renoves to express his bew | dernent.

VEEI NSTEI N

Wat -- is it Rosa' s day off?
CHANDLER

She quit. Two weeks ago.
VEI NSTEI N

Then get a new girl -- what's the

matter with you?
Chandl er | owers his voice reproachfully.

CHANDLER
You know what's the matter with ne.

There's an awkward sil ence; Winstein | ooks unconfortabl e.

VEEI NSTEI N
Yeah, well ... that's what | wanted
to talk to you about.

He hesitates for a nmonment before continuing.

V\EI NSTEI N
You know |I'm al ways | ookin' out for
you, right? You know that. But
this isn't about friendship -- this
is nme talking as your agent, okay?

Chandl er turns away and starts glancing around the room
V\EI NSTEI N
| f you don't pull yourself together,
WNS i s gonna cancel your contract.
Chandl er | ocates a pair of jeans and yanks them on.

CHANDLER
Thanks for the tip.

He picks up a shoe; searches for the other.



He fi nds

Chandl er

He turns
back his

He seens
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VEEI NSTEI N
Just go back to the studio and --

CHANDLER
No. Forget it.

t he second shoe and slips his feet into both.

VAEI NSTEI N
Conme on, Deano -- you've gotta get
over this. You're pissing away ten
mllion dollars!

stops to glare at Wi nstein.

V\EI NSTEI N
It wasn't your fault.

CHANDLER
The hell it wasn't.

away again, wal ks over to a mrror, and brushes
hair with his fingers. Then he grabs his keys.

VEI NSTEI N
Were are you goin'?

CHANDLER
| can't deal with this now [

at a loss, grasping for sone excuse to | eave.

CHANDLER
|'"ve got to neet soneone, on a story.

VIEI NSTEI N
On a story? What story? You haven't
wor ked i n nont hs!

CHANDLER
Sonet hi ng just cane up.

He scrutinizes Weinstein's attire.

CHANDLER
G ve ne your jacket.

V\EI NSTEI N
What for?

CHANDLER

Because | m ght be harder to

recogni ze in your crappy clothes.
(reachi ng out)

Come on -- give it to ne.

Weinstein takes off his blazer and hands it over.
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VEI NSTEI N
Jeez ...

Chandl er quickly puts on the blazer and turns to go.

CHANDLER
Don't be here when | get back.

EXT. SPACE

Truitt tightens a nmetal ring connected to a plate on the
front of his spacesuit around one of XSAT s protrusions.

Giffin, also wearing a spacesuit, observes Truitt from
directly below in Discovery's open payl oad bay.

GRI FFI'N
How are you doing up there?

TRU TT
| think |I've got a pretty good grip.

| NT. DI SCOVERY CREW COVPARTNMENT - FLI GHT DECK - CONTI NUOUS
Driscoll stares at the nonitor.

DRI SCOLL
Go with counter-rotation.

| NTERCUT - DI SCOVERY FLI GAT DECK / SPACEWALK

TRUI TT
Copy.
Truitt guns his thrusters, counteracting XSAT's spin and
slowing down its rotation until it conmes to a stop
DRI SCOLL

Prepare for capture.
(turns to Anderson)
XK, let's reel her in.

| NT. STAR-BRI TE DI NER - N GHT

Chandl er, wearing Winstein's blazer, sits alone at a booth
in front of a half-eaten burger. He glances at his watch.

SUPER: " PASADENA, CALI FORNI A. "

Chandl er sighs and shakes his head. He takes out his wall et
and drops sone noney on the table, getting ready to | eave.

MALE VO CE (O S.)
M . Chandl er?

Chandl er | ooks up to see his informant, JOHN M LETTA, standing
near his table. He's an unremarkabl e, m ddl e-aged guy.
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M LETTA
|*'m John -- John Ml etta.

CHANDLER
You're | ate.

Mletta sits down opposite Chandl er.

M LETTA
Yeah; sorry ...

He puts a portable electronic device on the table in front
of him It looks like a bul ked-up i Phone.

M LETTA
| was back there the whole tine.
(motions with thunb)
Thought a couple fellas up at the
counter m ght be watching nme, so |
waited "til they left.

CHANDLER
How did you get ny hone nunber?

M LETTA
|"ve got a friend at Western Tel
He can access their database and --

CHANDLER

Forget it. Just tell ne what this

is about; | gotta get back to L.A.
M LETTA

Ri ght; okay ...

He hesitates, as if gathering his courage.

M LETTA

It's about the shuttle.
CHANDLER

The space shuttle?
M LETTA

Yeah. | told you it was big.

EXT. SPACE - SAME

As Truitt stabilizes XSAT, the end of Discovery's renpte
mani pul ator arm grabs onto another one of its protrusions.

| NT. DI SCOVERY CREW COVPARTMENT - FLI GHT DECK - CONTI NUOUS
Ander son, checking her nonitors, expertly controls the arm

ANDERSON
|'m | atched on.
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DRI SCOLL
Alright; retract.
Rl CHTER
Be careful -- we don't want any

damage to the satellite.
EXT. SPACE - CONTI NUOUS

Bending at its el bow joint, the manipulator arm pulls XSAT
down toward the shuttle's payload bay, where Giffin waits.

| NT. STAR-BRI TE DI NER - SAME
Chandler allows Mletta to conti nue.

M LETTA
| work for an aerospace |ogistics
conpany cal |l ed UST.

He gl ances around furtively.

M LETTA
Around the sane tinme they brought
the shuttle back, we were hired by
t he governnent on a big project at
Edwards Air Force Base, out here in
California. Highly classified; all
very hush-hush, you know?

Chandl er remai ns i npassi ve.

M LETTA
The job was to build what they cal
a "Special Containment Center." W

|ater found out it's for Discovery,
when it lands at the base after the
XSAT m ssi on.

A WAl TRESS brings coffee, then hustles away.

M LETTA

We're tal king about a billion-dollar
facility, just for this final flight.
Bl ack budget noney; off the books.
Chandl er still is unnoved.
CHANDLER
So?
M LETTA
(l eans in)
This is no ordinary hangar.
CHANDLER

What do you nean?
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M LETTA
It's designed so that it can be
| ocked up and sealed airtight.
Ful | bio control on the inside.

He takes a quick sip of coffee.

M LETTA
Soon as the shuttle lands, they're
gonna roll it in and shut the door;

run all these tests. Everything' s

nmoni t ored; nothing gets out.
(pauses)

| ncl udi ng the crew.

Chandl er stares back at hi m unconprehendi ngly.

M LETTA
It's a quarantine.

EXT. SPACE - SAME

As Di scovery's mani pul ator arm | owers XSAT over the shuttle
payl oad bay, Giffin and Truitt guide it into its transport
cradle and attenpt to secure it in place.

| NT. DI SCOVERY CREW COVPARTNMENT - FLI GHT DECK - CONTI NUOUS
Driscoll watches on the nonitor.

DRI SCOLL
Any problem Chuck?

GRIFFIN (V.Q)
It's tight, but wthin tol erance.

DRI SCOLL
Roger .
(turns to Anderson) _
Rel ease the satellite. She's in.
He noves his headset mc closer to his nouth.

DRI SCOLL
Houst on, we have XSAT.

| NT. STAR-BRI TE DI NER - SAME

Chandl er | ooks uneasy.

CHANDLER
There nust be some expl anati on.
M LETTA
You' d figure, it's a mlitary
satellite, and they just want to
keep it under waps, right?
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CHANDLER
Yeah; sonething like that.

M LETTA
Okay -- but what kind of biological
hazard cones froma dead satellite?
Wiy can't the crew exit the shuttle
on the tarmac? And why'd they bring
three Arny battalions to secure the
facility? What are they afraid of?

He stares at Chandl er.

CHANDLER

Are you going to tell ne?
M LETTA

No; you have to see it for yourself.
CHANDLER

How am | gonna do that?

M LETTA
Wth this.

He takes a plastic ID card out of his pocket and tosses it
on the table. Chandler picks it up.

M LETTA
It's a tenporary security pass. To
speed things up, the Air Force lets
us give these to our new enpl oyees
before they' ve been fully cleared.

He opens up the front of the iPhone-Ilike device that he
previously placed on the table. 1It's clearly sonething el se.

CHANDLER
"' m not one of your new enpl oyees.

M LETTA
You are now.

Chandl er | ooks down at the card.

M LETTA
| took the photo fromyour website
and entered your nane into the UST
personnel records. Your real nane,
not the one you use on TV.

He pulls out a stylus that's attached to the device by a

retractable cord and holds it up to eye level. A narrow,
focused beam of light radiates fromthe tip.
CHANDLER
(still studying card)

How did you -- ?
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M LETTA
Look up.

s on his

Chandler lifts his head and the beam of |ight fall
letta's device.

| eft eye, pronpting a confirmatory BEEP from M

CHANDLER
VWhat the hell was that?

M LETTA
lris scan.

He slides the stylus back into the main unit, presses a few
buttons, and cl oses the cover. Then he | ooks back up.

M LETTA
Now you won't get shot.

Chandl er pushes the ID card back to Mletta.

CHANDLER
Fi nd soneone el se to not get shot.
| can't help you; |I'mnot the guy.

M1l etta shakes his head.

M LETTA
No, you don't understand. Your
personal information is in the

system | falsified our records to
put it there. Once they figure
that out, they'll cone after ne.
(pauses)
Then they' Il cone after you.
CHANDLER
(voice rising)
Hey, wait a mnute -- | didn't even
know anyt hi ng about thi s!
M LETTA
You do now. That's all that matters
to them
EXT. SPACE

Di scovery orbits wth XSAT secured in her payl oad pay.
| NT. DI SCOVERY CREW COVPARTMENT - FLI GHT DECK - CONTI NUQUS

At the Aft Crew Station, Giffin is fixated on one of the
payl oad bay nmonitors. He | ooks concer ned.

GRI FFI' N
Dana? Could you conme over here?

Anderson quickly jets over.
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ANDERSON
Is there a probl en?

GRI FFI'N
Take a | ook at the side bay view
(taps on nonitor)
Do you see that?

Ander son squints at the bl ack-and-white i nmage.

ANDERSON
| don't see anything but XSAT.

GRI FFI'N
Look at that one protrusion there,
off the sphere. 1[1'lIl zoomin ..

ON THE MONI TOR

a portion of XSAT is magnified. Giffin's finger points to
what appears to be a segnented pole or tube, stretched out
telescopically fromthe central sphere.

GRIFFIN (O S.)
Does it look like it's extended?

AT THE AFT CREW STATI ON
Anderson | eans in closer and nods.

ANDERSON
Yes -- | see it now.

GRI FFI N
| think it's com ng into contact
with the interior wall of the bay.

Richter drifts over and peers into the nonitor.

Rl CHTER
Sure it's not an attachment strut?

GRI FFI' N
It's not an attachnent strut. It's
part of XSAT. And it's ... changed.
EXT. ACCESS ROAD - DAY

Passing a mlitary convoy heading in the other direction, a
| uxury sedan that |ooks like it's seen better days stops at

AN ENTRANCE GATE

manned by two USAF sentries. The FIRST SENTRY i mmedi ately
cones out of the guard box; the SECOND SENTRY remains inside.

SUPER: " EDWARDS Al R FORCE BASE - LANCASTER, CALI FORNI A. "
The First Sentry RAPS on the top of the car. The driver's
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side wi ndow rolls down. Chandler, wearing dark sungl asses,

is behind the wheel. He seens apprehensive.
FI RST SENTRY
Pass, pl ease.
CHANDLER
Sure ...

He hands over the ID card obtained earlier fromMIletta.

CHANDLER
Hel | of a day. Mist be 90 al ready.

FI RST SENTRY
One nonent.

EXT. /1 NT. GUARD BOX - CONTI NUOUS

The First Sentry gives the card to the Second Sentry, who
swi pes it through a reader attached to his conputer

ON THE COVPUTER SCREEN

a w ndow opens with the heading "United Space Technol ogi es."
Underneath is a photo of Chandler with an I D nunber and ot her
fabricated enpl oyee information.

| NT. / EXT. GUARD BOX - CONTI NUQUS
The Second Sentry types rapidly on his keyboard.

SECOND SENTRY
(wi t hout | ooki ng up)
First tinme on base, M. Chankowski ?

CHANDLER
Yeah.

The First Sentry slowy wal ks around the car, inspecting the
underside with a mrror attached to the end of a | ong pole.

SECOND SENTRY
(gl anci ng over)
Renmove your sungl asses, cover your
right eye, and ook directly at the
scanni ng | ens.

Chandl er does as he's told, staring into a parabolic piece
of glass mounted outside the guard box.

THE COMPUTER SCREEN
now shows an enl arged i mage of Chandler's |left eye.
| NT. / EXT. GUARD BOX - MOMENTS LATER

The Second Sentry clips the ID card onto a cord and hands it
back to Chandler as the First Sentry conpletes his task.
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SECOND SENTRY
Keep this visible at all tines.

CHANDLER
Ri ght; thanks.

He | oops the cord around his neck. The gate opens, and the
First Sentry waves Chandl er through.

EXT. BASE - SHORT TI ME LATER

Chandl er wal ks sel f-consciously but unchal | enged am d hustling
civilian and mlitary personnel toward the center of activity.
He suddenly stops and | ooks up, nouth agape.

AHEAD

A nonstrous, steel-ribbed building shimers in the desert
heat. Engineers and construction workers are scranbling to
put finishing touches on the facility.

BACK

Chandl er swal |l ows hard and resunes wal ki ng.

EXT. SPECI AL CONTAI NVENT CENTER - SHORT TI ME LATER

Chandl er stands near an entrance behind others waiting to be
admtted by an MP. Then it's his turn.

CHANDLER
(hol ding up 1D
["'mwi th UST.
The MP | ooks at the card and nods.

| NT. SPECI AL CONTAI NMENT CENTER - MOMENTS LATER

Chandl er wal ks inside the facility and is visibly overwhel ned.
The huge open interior is partially occupied by sophisticated-
| ooki ng equi pment and ringed with many smal |l er encl osed spaces

behind tinted gl ass.

Chandl er wal ks to the center of the arena and gazes up at
the lofty ceiling; then he junps back to avoid being struck
by a lift truck carrying a | oad of druns with hazard | abels.

A technician, RALPH EGGERT, approaches. A respiratory nask
hangs around hi s neck.

EGCGERT
First time, eh?

CHANDLER
Uh, yeah. Just started.

EGGERT

Wel come to Never - Never Land.
( MORE)
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EGGERT ( CONT' D)
| "' m Ral ph Eggert -- Anmbient Ar
Quality Control. And you're ..
(reads Chandler's ID)
"Leon Chankowski ."

CHANDLER
(hesitantly)
Yeah.

Eggert stares at Chandler for a nonent.

EGCGERT
You know, you | ook |ike soneone --
soneone in the novies, maybe. Wo
am | thinking of?

CHANDLER
No i dea.

EGGERT
Seriously -- who do people say you
| ook |ike?

CHANDLER

No one; really.

(gl ances at watch)
| " m supposed to report to Recovery
Lab A Do you know where that is?

EGGERT
Oh, yeah; sure.
(poi nts ahead)
Ri ght over there.

QUTSI DE RECOVERY LAB A - SHORT TI ME LATER

Near seal ed doubl e doors enbl azoned with a giant letter "A "
anot her MP waves a scanner past Chandler's ID card. A green
light on the device flashes, followed by two approvi ng BEEPS.

The MP enters a code into a keypad on the wall. The doors
slide open wwth a H'SS, evenly splitting the "A" in two.

Chandl er wal ks into
THE LAB

wher eupon the doors imedi ately slide shut behind him The
roomis soundproofed agai nst the noise and cl anor outside.

In the far corner, two nmen in |ab coats are tal king softly
to each other over a conputer console, but their words cannot
quite be heard. They briefly |look up at Chandl er before
resumng their conversation

Chandl er glances around warily; then sonething grabs his
attention. He walks over to a raised platformat the center
of the room On the platformsits an oversized operating
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tabl e, surrounded by a bew |l dering array of nedical equipnent.
He reaches down.

| NSERT - THE OPERATI NG TABLE

Chandl er' s hand touches a shiny, netallic cuff restraint.
BACK TO SCENE

Chandl er turns to | ook at a nearby stand.

| NSERT - THE STAND

Neatly laid out is an assortnment of clanps, scal pels, and
other instrunents, including a long, serrated tool that | ooks
like a small hacksaw.

BACK TO SCENE

Chandl er turns again and observes a stack of enpty Plexiglas
boxes on a cart. He carefully picks one up.

| NSERT - THE BOX

A | abel reads: "EBE Organ Receptacle (Med.) -- Wit. [ ]g."
BACK TO SCENE

Chandl er' s eyes grow w de.

In the corner of the room the nmen in |lab coats | ook up again.

LAB GUY
Hey buddy -- can | help you?

Chandl er turns around, startl ed.

CHANDLER
Uh, no; that's all right

He quickly replaces the container and backs up a step.

CHANDLER
Just meking a final check.
LAB GUY
Well, we're running sone tests in
here, so could you cone back |ater?
CHANDLER

Yeah; no problem

He makes for the door, but is nmonentarily unsure how to get
out. Then he sees a single, large button and instinctively
presses it. The doors slide open, and he exits.

LAB GUY
(to his partner)
Contractors.
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| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

Boyd sits alone in the wood-panel ed, wi ndow ess room Facing
himacross the long table is a | arge video conferencing screen
di spl ayi ng the NASA insignia agai nst a white background.

The insignia disappears, replaced by an audi o-vi sual nessage.

AUTOMATED VOI CE (V. Q)
Pl ease state your narne.

BOYD
Frank Boyd.

He | ooks |i ke he hates this.

AUTOVATED VO CE (V. Q)
Verifying ...

The word blinks on and off the screen for a few seconds.

AUTOVATED VO CE (V. Q)
I dentification confirmed ... scranble
engaged ... please stand by ...

Appearing next is the stiff, square-jawed visage of COLONEL
VAUGHN, identified by the tag on his neatly-pressed uniform

VAUGHN (on screen)
Good afternoon.

BOYD
Hell o, Colonel. What's the | atest
weat her out there at Edwards?

VAUGHN (on screen)
Hi gh skies for the rest of the week.

BOYD
That' s good news.
(pauses)
Li sten, Col onel, before we get to
the tracking data, | was wondering

if you had a chance to | ook at those
pi ctures we received from D scovery.

VAUGHN (on screen)
As a matter of fact, | have.

He notions to sonmeone out of canera range who hands him a
stack of photos. He leafs through them then | ooks back up.

VAUGHN (on screen)
What exactly is the probl en?

Boyd appears to think he's m sheard the question.

BOYD
VWhat is the problenf
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VAUGHN (on screen)

Yes. |Is there a specific issue?
BOYD

Well, we weren't anticipating any,

um ... expansion of the satellite.

VAUGHN (on screen)
Have their been any operational
effects on the shuttle? Any system
failures of any kind?

BOYD
No, but, as you know, we don't have
a lot of clearance in the payl oad
bay. W' ve got to be able to get
t hose doors cl osed before | anding.

VAUGHN (on screen)
|s there a present danger?

BOYD
Not as far as we can tell. But it
woul d be hel pful if we could just
get alittle nore information from
you guys about what XSAT is designed
to do and what we can expect by way
of future changes.

VAUGHN (on screen)
Al'l functional capabilities of XSAT
are classified. W nade that clear
on day one. Even | amnot privy to
all of the technical details.

He shuffles the photos back into a stack.

VAUGHN (on screen)
However, in order to allay your

concerns, |I'll have sonme of ny people
ook into it further.
BOYD

|'d appreciate it.

VAUGHN (on screen)
Unl ess there are any ot her pressing
matters, why don't you just transmt
the | atest status report, and we'll
hold off on the rest until the 1900
briefing.

BOYD
That's fine; 1'lIl send the report.

Vaughn reaches toward the canera, a second later, the screen
reverts to its initial NASA display.
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| NT. EDWARDS Al R FORCE BASE - VAUGHN S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

Vaughn cl oses a laptop on his desk and returns the shuttle
photos to the JUNI OR OFFI CER who's been standi ng near by.

VAUGHN
You' ve got six hours to come up
wi t h sonet hi ng.

JUNI OR OFFI CER
Yes sir.

He hands back a printout; Vaughn snatches it up.
VAUGHN
VWhat the hell is this?
(pauses to read)
Who is this guy?

JUNI OR OFFI CER

Unaut hori zed entrant -- this norning.
Word just canme in from base security,
they're still checking it out.

Vaughn | ooks cl oser.
| NSERT - THE PRI NTOUT

Chandl er's picture appears next to his bogus contractor info.

BACK TO SCENE
Vaughn's eyes grow wi de wi th sudden recognition

VAUGHN
(reaching for phone)
Son of a bitch ..

| NT. BAR - N GHT

The place is a dive; dimy-lit and nostly enpty. Chandler,
| ooki ng overwhel ned, knocks back the rest of his drink and
sets the glass down hard on the counter

He dials his cell phone and waits. The call is quickly
answered by an enotionally strained femal e voi ce bel ongi ng
to MLETTA'S W FE.

WFE (V.Q)
Hel | 0?

CHANDLER

Uh, yeah ...
(clears throat)
John Mletta, please.

WFE (V.0)
He's not here. Who is this?
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CHANDLER
Do you know how | can reach hinf
He gave ne this nunber

WFE (V.0)
(agitated)
| don't know where he is. ['mhis

wife, and | haven't seen himsince
yesterday. He said he had to neet
wi th someone on the project, but --

CHANDLER
Ch; | o--

WFE (V.0)
Wo is this? Wi am | speaking to?

Chandl er is speechl ess.

WFE (V.Q)
Pl ease -- | know sonething's w ong!
Chandl er ends the call. He hastily puts sone noney on the

counter and gets up to | eave.
I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL - NI GHT
At the CAPCOM station, Conway speaks into his m crophone.

CONVAY
Roger, Discovery; stand by.

He nods at Boyd, who stands over the Flight Director's console
hol ding a Styrof oam cup of coffee in one hand and a scri bbl ed
notepad in the other.

BOYD
(into mc)
This is Flight. Everyone there?

| NT. DI SCOVERY CREW COVPARTNMENT - FLI GHT DECK - CONTI NUOUS
The entire crew is assenbl ed.

DRI SCOLL
Al'l present.

| NTERCUT - DI SCOVERY FLI GAT DECK / M SSI ON CONTROL

BOYD
Alright; what's the | atest on XSAT?

Giffin speaks up.

GRI FFI'N
Frank, this is Chuck. W' ve got
significantly increased extension
of the center sphere protrusions.
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BOYD
How much is that on the CSPs? G ve
me an estinate.

GRI FFI'N
Anywhere fromtwo to four feet.

Boyd turns to his notes.

He pauses

Boyd puts

Dri scol

Boyd and

BOYD
Ckay, |'ve got sone feedback from
t he Pentagon ...
TRU TT
(softly, to others)
"Bout time ...
BOYD
First of all, let nme rem nd you

that this is a classified mssion,
and therefore any details regarding
XSAT are given strictly on a need-

t o- know basis. However, the Defense
Depart ment has graci ously provided
me with the follow ng information.

to take a gulp of coffee.

BOYD
| have been told that the center
sphere protrusions or CSPs are anti -
mssile particle beamemtters that
were designed to laterally project
fromthe satellite prior to firing.

GRI FFI'N
Jesus ...

TRU TT
You' ve gotta be kidding ..

t he not epad down.

BOYD
Now, listen up: XSAT is not active;
it isonly atest device, and |'ve
been assured that it poses no threat
to shuttle operation or integrity.

puts a stop to the crew s nurnuring.
DRI SCOLL

We copy that, Frank. But why are

t he CSPs extendi ng now?

Conway exchange troubl ed | ooks.
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BOYD
In, um response to that ... the
Air Force believes that XSAT s on-
board el ectronics nay be reacting
in sone way to Discovery's heat
and/ or magnetic field.

DRI SCOLL
| f XSAT expands any further, we
m ght not be able to get the bay
doors closed for re-entry.

BOYD
|'"'maware of that issue. W're
currently reviewi ng our options.
He swall ows the | ast of his coffee.

BOYD
The guys at Edwards would like to
confer with Vern on this privately.
Ri chter nods, ignoring Truitt's scow .

Rl CHTER
O course.

Floating in the back, Anderson turns and | ooks

THROUGH THE PAYLQOAD BAY W NDOWS

where XSAT can be seen | ocked tightly in the hold.

| NT. CHANDLER S HOUSE - FOYER - NI GHT

Chandl er, clearly frazzled and showi ng sonme effects of the
al cohol he consuned earlier, bursts through his front door
and i nmedi ately shuts and | ocks it behind him

He flips a switch. Overhead lights go on for a nonment, then
suddenly switch off, making the house dark again.

Al arnmed, Chandl er wal ks quickly into

THE HALLWAY

where he is nmet by a large figure who junps out fromthe
dar kness and SLAMS himface-first into a wall, twisting his
arm behind his back. Chandler GROANS in pain.

Soneone el se energes am d the confusion and foll ows as
Chandler is nuscled into

THE DEN
and violently pushed into the chair behind his desk. The

chair careens backward, bangi ng Chandl er's head against a
cabi net and causing display itens to rain down on him
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CHANDLER
(gaspi ng in panic)
What -- what ... ?

A gloved hand pulls the chain of a jostled desk lamp. Its
shade askew, the |lanp shines brightly on Chandler's bl oodi ed
face, while keeping a MAN sitting on the other side of the
desk in shadow. A BURLY GUY, sonewhat nore visible, stands
near by, snoothing out his suit.

SHADOW MAN
Good eveni ng, M. Chankowski .

CHANDLER
(squi nting)
Who are you?

The Shadow Man | eans slightly forward. His features are
j agged and col d.

SHADOW MAN
Sonmeone you didn't want to neet.

He | eans back and lights a cigarette.

SHADOW MAN
| understand you recently paid a
visit to Edwards Air Force Base.

Chandler tries to get to his feet. The Burly Man advances a
step and unbuttons his jacket.

SHADOW MAN
Sit down before ny partner
accidentally bl ows your head off.

The Burly Man casually reveals a gun

SHADOW MAN
Bel i eve nme, accidents do happen.

Chandl er slowy drops back down into his chair.

SHADOW MAN
That's better.

The Burly Man retreats.

SHADOW VAN
Do you have any idea how many
different state and federal |aws
you vi ol ated today?

CHANDLER
Why don't you arrest ne then?

The Shadow Man fl ashes a barel y-perceptible smle.
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SHADOW MAN
| don't think you fully appreciate
the gravity of the situation

a drag on his cigarette.

SHADOW MAN
We coul d have you arrested. But
that mght attract sone unwanted
attention, seeing as you, uh, used
to be a big-shot TV star -- until
that guy commtted suicide.

S eyes grow w de.

SHADOW MAN
Sure, you renenber him-- the
t el evangel i st who |iked hookers.
You nail ed himagood, didn't you?
Got himon tape, fucking sone whore.
Funny, though -- after he blew his
brains out, you killed the story.

CHANDLER
How did -- ?

SHADOW MAN
Poor bastard; left a wife and five
kids. Police report said the eight-
year-old was the one who found him

his head in nock synpat hy.

SHADOW MAN

Fortunately, no one needs to know
about that. Just |ike no one needs
to know about the narcotics we found
in your living room O about the
little sightseeing trip you took.

(anot her drag)
And when no one knows about
sonmething, it's like it never really
happened at all.

| ooks stunned.

SHADOW VAN
So that's Option A -- we erase what
you did. Option B is nuch sinpler.
(pauses om nously)
W\ erase you.

is cigarette out on the desk.
SHADOW MAN
It's your choice -- we get paid
ei t her way.

lurches forward in his chair.
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CHANDLER
You can't -- !
SHADOW MAN
(rmotioning wth hand)
Ah -- no need to get up; we'll show

our sel ves out.
He stands and straightens his tie.

SHADOW MAN
See you around.

The two nen wal k out as Chandl er hel pl essly watches t hem go.
| NT. DI SCOVERY CREW COVPARTMENT - FLI GHT DECK

The astronauts busily work at their respective stations.
Driscoll and Truitt are seated next to each other up front.

TRUI TT
Wat the hell ... ?
DRI SCOLL
(turning)

What is it?
Truitt points at a conputer screen on the main panel.

TRU TT
Look ...

ON THE SCREEN
a blur of text and nunbers scroll past at unreadabl e speed.
TRUTT (O.S.)
There's sone kind of a system scan
in progress ... but
ON THE FLI GHT DECK

t he ot her astronauts gather around.

DRI SCOLL
(to Truitt)
Did you -- ?
TRU TT

| didn't do anyt hing.
Driscoll starts typing comands on a keyboard.

GRI FFI'N
What is it |looking for?

DRI SCOLL

(stops typing)
| can't override; 1t won't let ne.
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Suddenly the scrolling ceases and the screen returns to what
appears to be its regul ar display.

GRI FFI' N
Hey -- it stopped.

TRUI TT
You mean, it finished.
(turns to R chter)
This has sonmething to do with XSAT,
doesn't it? Nowit's affecting the
conput er!

Richter is silent.

TRUI TT
(to Driscoll)
We've got to get rid of it. W can
initiate the energency rel ease --

Rl CHTER

That is not authorized!
TRU TT

Look, Vern, | don't care --
ANDERSON

No -- it doesn't matter!

Al eyes fall upon her.

ANDERSON
XSAT is entangled with the cradle.
(1 ooks at Driscoll)
There's no |l onger a rel ease option.
We have to bring it down.

I NT. CHANDLER S HOUSE - BEDROCOM - DAY

Chandl er hurriedly packs two suitcases, tossing in clothes,
toiletries, and other items with little consideration. He
has a bruise under his right eye and wears a snmall Band-Ai d
above his brow A TV is showi ng a news program

ANCHORWOMAN (on TV)
Presi dent Hol brooke has def ended
t he proposed tax increase despite
wi despread opposition in Congress.

Chandl er grabs a passport and cash from a dresser drawer.

ANCHORWOVAN (on TV)
I n other news, NASA has announced
that the space shuttle D scovery,
havi ng successfully captured its
target satellite, will be |anding
tonight at California s Edwards Air
Force Base, one day sooner than
previ ously pl anned.
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Chandl er spins around to | ook at the TV.

ANCHORWOMAN (on TV)
O ficials say the change was nade
due to what 1s being described as a
“m nor equi pnent mal function," but
enphasi ze that the probl em poses no
danger to the shuttle or crew.

I NT. DI SCOVERY CREW COVPARTMENT - FLI GHT DECK

The five astronauts, now in their orange flight suits, are
strapped in for descent. Though wearing hel nets, they are

still able to conmunicate with each other and with M ssion
Control through their headsets underneath
DRI SCOLL

APU prestart conpl ete.

CONVWAY (V. Q)
Roger. Load deorbit program

Driscoll enters a command on a conputer keyboard.
TRU TT
(wat chi ng screen)
Hang in there, baby ...
I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL - CONTI NUCUS
Boyd notions to Conway.

BOYD
Go.

Conway turns toward his consol e.
CONVAY
Di scovery, you are go for de-orbit
burn; that's go for de-orbit burn
| NTERCUT - M SSI ON CONTROL / DI SCOVERY FLI GHT DECK

DRI SCOLL
Roger. Initiating APU.

Truitt rapidly flips nore swtches.

TRU TT
APU engaged ... pressure steady.
DRI SCOLL

Houst on, we have APU start and OVS
engi nes are ar ned.

CONVAY
Roger, Discovery. o ahead.

Driscoll turns to Truitt.
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DRI SCOLL
Ht it.

TRUI TT
Ckay, here we go ...
(presses a button)
OVS burn ignition in five ... four
three ... two ... one ..

Not hi ng happens. Truitt | ooks perpl exed.

TRUI TT
Jesus, what -- ?
CONVAY
D scovery -- where is your ignition?
DRI SCOLL
It's not responding ...
CONVAY

Di scovery, please advise. W see
no ignition. Wat is OVS status?

DRI SCOLL
We have apparent OVS failure.
BOYD
(to Conway)
We've got to have that burn in the
next ten seconds or they'll mss
t he Edwards | andi ng opportunity!
CONVAY
(to shuttle)
Reset and execute again -- now

Driscoll repeatedly presses another button, to no effect.

DRI SCOLL
Negative -- conputer will not reset!

Boyd | ooks up at the Control Room s tracking screen, which
shows Di scovery's current position and orbital path.

BOYD
(to Conway)
De-arm for another orbit.

CONVAY
(to shuttle)
Switch of f auto node and de-armthe
OVS engi nes.

A FLI GHT CONTROLLER cones over and opens a thick binder on
the console in front of Boyd; the two confer urgently MOS

Truitt throws up his hands, staring hel plessly at frozen
screens stuck on the nunber "1" fromthe OVS count down.
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DRI SCOLL
(to Mssion Control)
We can't seemto disengage; stil
in de-orbit hold at pre-ignition.

CONVAY
Ckay, sit tight; we're trying to
sort this out down here ..

The Controller talking to Boyd directs his attention to

sonet hi ng

in the binder; then Boyd brings it to Conway.

TRU TT
(to Driscoll)

|f that burn starts now, we could
come down anywhere.

CONVAY

Di scovery, do you copy?
DRI SCOLL

Ri ght here; what've you got?
CONVAY

W're going to try to override the
digital auto pilot.

DRI SCOLL
Roger .

Truitt hands Driscoll a nanual

Suddenl vy,
the word "

DRI SCOLL
|"ve got the override summary here.

CONVAY
(readi ng from bi nder)
K, first off, we want you to --

D scovery's displays cone back to life, flashing
IGNITION' in big letters, then a stream of data.

TRU TT
Holy shit!
DRI SCOLL
(to Mssion Control)
We have ignition! Repeat -- we
have ignition -- full QOVS burn!
BOYD

That' s i npossi bl e!

Driscoll and Truitt frantically work Di scovery's controls.

DRI SCOLL
The orbiter is in descent!
( MORE)



DRI SCOLL ( CONT' D)
(gl ances at screen)
Emer gency protocol s have been
automatical ly engaged for an
alternate | anding site!

The Control Roomfalls into chaos.

BOYD
(calling out)
Were are they going?

MALE VO CE (O S.)
TAL site TNZ -- Energency 015!

CONVAY
Di scovery, you are heading to
Transatlantic Landing Site T-N-Z.

BOYD
VWhere the hell is that?

Conway quickly slides his finger down a |am nated |ist.

CONVAY
Sabin Air Base -- Tanzani a.

BOYD
God Al rmighty ...

CONVAY
(to shuttle)
That's the Tanzania | anding site,

Di scovery. You will use the main

civilian runway in Dar es Sal aam
TRU TT

s that -- OK; just got the profile.

Ri chter, strapped in back, becones extrenely agitated.

Rl CHTER
Wait a mnutel W can't land at a
foreign location -- it's not secure!
DRI SCOLL

The conputer's already sw tched
over; there's nothing we can do!

Rl CHTER
No -- there nust be another sitel

DRI SCOLL
It's too late; we're goi ng down!

Boyd | ooks at Conway.

BOYD
VWhen, Ted?
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CONVAY
ETA in 54 m nutes.

Boyd turns to anot her CONTROLLER

BOYD
Get the word out to Sabin; they're
in for a big surprise.

I NT. M LITARY OFFI CE - DAY

NASA TAL Site Manager M KE PANCHER, tan and rel axed, | eans
back in his chair, feet propped up on his desk, exam ning a
smal|l African figurine in his hands.

SUPER: "SABIN Al R BASE - DAR ES SALAAM TANZANI A. "

The breeze com ng through an open wi ndow gently rattles a
wi nd chime that hangs fromthe ceiling; then the nelody is
interrupted by a soft PING from an open | aptop on the desk.

Pancher drops his feet and | eans forward.
| NSERT - THE COMPUTER SCREEN
A sequential |ist of executed commands from Di scovery appears

in seemngly ordinary fashion -- until the last, which flashes
urgently in red: "NEW PATH ALT SITE 015 TAL TNZ."

BACK TO SCENE
Pancher lifts his head wi thout taking his eyes off the screen.

PANCHER
(calling out)
Hey, Christine, wll you check -- ?

Suddenly his phone RINGS; he quickly answers.
PANCHER
M ke Pancher. Wsat's going -- ?
(pauses to |isten)
Are you shitting ne?

I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL - SAME

Al'l hell is breaking | oose in the Control Room People are
runni ng around, excitedly conferring with each other, handing
of f papers, and peering into conputer termnals. |In the eye
of the storm Boyd tal ks heatedly on his phone.
BOYD
Yeah ... yeah ... Hold on.
(to Conway)
VWhat ' s happeni ng now?

Conway holds up a finger as he waits to finish receiving a
report fromthe shuttle.
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CONVAY
Roger, Discovery. Prepare hydraulic
for re-entry and dunp RCS propell ant.

He | ooks up at Boyd.

CONVAY
On track; no further nml function.

BOYD
What about the weat her?
(1 ooks around room
Anyone got the weather 1 n Tanzani a?

METEOCRCOLOQ ST
Clear skies; wind's up a little but
she can handle it.

Boyd resunes his phone conversati on.

BOYD
Look, Hal, we've got to get the
Rapi d Response Team nobilized and
inthe air; find out what we need.

A STAFFER approaches; Boyd | owers the phone.

BOYD
What ?

STAFFER
We just got a call fromthe Wite
House. The President wants to be
briefed as soon as the shuttle is
on the ground.

BOYD
Then we'd better not screw this up.

I NT. PANCHER S OFFI CE - DAY

The office is now packed with a boisterous, unruly crowd of
Ameri can and Tanzani an personnel, their exclamations conpeting
with the WAIL of sirens outside.

Pancher junps up on his chair.

PANCHER
Qui et -- everybody! CQuiet!

The argui ng di es down.

PANCHER
The space shuttle will arrive here
to attenpt a landing in 25 m nutes!
That means there's no tinme for any
nore of this bureaucratic bullshit!
| want all air traffic re-routed,
and I want it done now
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A Tanzani an AVI ATI ON OFFI Cl AL speaks up.

OFFI CI AL
But ... we have not yet received
cl earance fromthe Defense Mnistry!

Pancher hops off the chair and surges toward the O ficial.

PANCHER
The shuttle is now a glider, okay?
It can't change course, and it can't
be stopped! So go and tell GCeneral
Zarano that it's com ng down whet her
he clears it or not!

The Official blinks twice, then hurries out of the room
Pancher turns toward the rest of the group.

PANCHER
Al right, what about the runway?
Were's the |ayout?

A petrified-1ooking COORD NATOR steps forward.

PANCHER
For Christ's sake -- let's go!

The Coordinator struggles to open a |large, unw eldy map of
the airport across Pancher's desk. Pancher pulls 1t closer.

PANCHER
| want emnergency and rescue
positioned here, here, and here.

(poki ng map)
How many fire trucks have we got?
GROUND CHI EF

Two of ours and maybe five or six
| ocal, plus the water cannons.

PANCHER
(turns his head)
VWhat's the word from Di scovery?
Are they | ocked on?

NAVI GATI ON SPECI ALI ST
We'll knowin a few m nutes, after
t hey energe fromthe conmuni cations
bl ackout. But TANCAN and m crowave
| andi ng systens are up and runni ng.

PANCHER
X; let's head to the tower.

EXT. UPPER ATMOSPHERE - SHORT TI ME LATER

Di scovery descends to 180,000 feet above Lake Mal aw .
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| NT. DI SCOVERY CREW COMPARTMENT - FLI GHT DECK - CONTI NUOUS
Driscoll switches to a new conmuni cati ons channel

DRI SCOLL
TAL Ground Control, this is
Di scovery. Do you copy?
| NT. Al RPORT CONTROL TOWNER - CONTI NUOUS

The NASA teamis in place, assisted by a few Tanzanian air
traffic controllers and rel ated personnel.

SUPER: " NYERERE | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT. "

Pancher nmans the radio.

PANCHER
Roger, Discovery. All traffic has
been cleared and you'll be com ng

in at 045 in the designated area.
| NTERCUT - CONTRCL TOWER / DI SCOVERY FLI GHT DECK

DRI SCOLL
Roger that. Wat's your weat her?

PANCHER
Unlimted visibility; wind out of
t he sout heast at 10-15 knots.

Truitt carefully steers Discovery with the control stick
Driscoll eyes the altineter.

DRI SCOLL
Now at 90,000 feet. Locked on
aut ol and gui dance ... proceeding to

headi ng al i gnment Waypoi nt One.
EXT. OVER TANZANI A - SHORT Tl ME LATER

Hi gh above the savanna, D scovery unl eashes a double SONI C
BOOM scattering herds of zebra and inpal a bel ow

| NT. DI SCOVERY FLI GHT DECK - CONTI NUOQUS
TRU TT
(softly)
Hello, hello ..
EXT. OVER DAR ES SALAAM - SHORT TI ME LATER
Di scovery ZOOVS past the city, arcing toward the |Indian Ocean
THROUGH THE SHUTTLE W NDOWS

can be glinpsed a junble of red rooftops clustered by a deep-
wat er harbor dotted with nmerchant vessels and contai ner ships.
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EXT. OVER DAR ES SALAAM BAY - CONTI NUQUS
Di scovery circles around for its final approach
| NT. CONTROL TOWER - MOMENTS LATER
Pancher gazes through the observation w ndow.
PANCHER

W can see you now, Discovery.

You're coming in alittle steep.
| NT. DI SCOVERY FLI GHT DECK - CONTI NUOUS

TRU TT
Depl oyi ng | andi ng gear.

EXT. OVER NYERERE Al RPORT - MOMENTS LATER

Di scovery approaches the main runway fromthe northeast.
| NT. CONTRCL TOWER - CONTI NUQUS

An Al R CONTROLLER peers through a pair of binocul ars.

CONTROLLER
Gear down!

PANCHER
Di scovery, we confirm gear down.

DRI SCOLL (V. Q)
Roger. Gear down and | ocked.

EXT. MAIN RUNVAY - MOMENTS LATER
Wth a tremendous WHOOSH, Di scovery swoops in to |and.
| NT. CONTROL TOWAER - CONTI NUQUS

PANCHER
Come on ... come on ...

| NT. DI SCOVERY FLI GHT DECK - CONTI NUOUS

I nside the violently shaking shuttle, the astronauts barely
can be heard over the thunderous ROAR of the | anding.

TRU TT
Touchdown -- speed 191 knot s!

| NT. CONTROL TOWER - MOMENTS LATER
The NASA and Tanzani an controllers watch D scovery bl ow by.
EXT. RUNVWAY - MOMENTS LATER

Di scovery SCREAMS past energency vehicles and ground crews.
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| NT. CONTROL TOWER - CONTI NUCUS

PANCHER
You're too fast!

I NT. DI SCOVERY FLI GHT DECK - CONTI NUOUS

DRI SCOLL
(to Truitt)
Depl oy the chute!

TRUI TT
| got it, I got it

EXT. RUNVAY - MOMVENTS LATER

A huge, red-and-white parachute shoots out from Di scovery's
tail section and opens up behind it.

I NT. CONTROL TOWAER - CONTI NUOUS

CONTROLLER
(still with binocul ars)
They' re running out of room...

EXT. RUNVAY - CONTI NUQUS

Sl owed by the chute but still careening forward, D scovery
CRASHES t hrough a | ow wooden gate and hurtles onto a rough,
gravel extension of the runway.

| NT. DI SCOVERY FLI GHT DECK - CONTI NUOUS
There's a huge jolt.

DRI SCOLL
(to Truitt)
We're on the overrun.

Truitt struggles to bring the shuttle to a stop.

PANCHER (V. Q)
You' ve only got a few hundred feet!

TRU TT
Hang on ...

EXT. END OF RUNWAY - CONTI NUOUS

Wth wheel s GRINDI NG t hrough the gravel, Discovery slides to
a harrow ng halt, kicking up an obscuring cloud of dirt and
grit. A form dabl e-1ooking concrete barrier |lies just ahead.
| NT. DI SCOVERY FLI GHT DECK - CONTI NUOUS

Hearts al nost pounding out of their flight suits, Driscol
and Truitt stare at the barrier through the forward w ndows.
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DRI SCOLL
Any | andi ng you wal k away from. ..
TRU TT
(exhal i ng)

is a good | andi ng.

In the back row of seats, Anderson, Giffin, and R chter
trade expressions of relief.

GRI FFI N
AnMen.

Driscoll speaks into his mcrophone.

DRI SCOLL
Gound Control, this is Discovery.
We have wheel s stop

| NT. CONTROL TOWER - CONTI NUOUS
Pancher's face breaks into a broad, exhausted grin.

PANCHER
Roger, Discovery.
(wi pes forehead)
Wel cone to Tanzani a.

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT

GARRETT DEVANE, a bearded, distinguished-looking man in his
early 60's, lies asleep in bed alongside his WFE. A phone
on the nightstand RI NGS.

SUPER: " PRI NCETON, NEW JERSEY. "
The phone RINGS again. Devane's wi fe rouses and answers.

W FE
Hel | 0?
(pauses to listen)
Just a m nut e.

She nudges Devane awake and hands hi mthe phone.

W FE
Sounds i nport ant

DEVANE
(groggily into phone)
Yes? Yes, it is ...
(pauses to |isten)
What ?

He suddenly sits upright in the bed.

DEVANE
Can you say that again?
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EXT. NYERERE Al RPORT - END OF MAI N RUNWAY - DAY

Di scovery sits like a white el ephant in the African sun,
encircled by a ring of mlitary and rescue vehicles.

| NT. CONTROL TOWER - CONTI NUQUS
A freckl e-faced CORPORAL hands Pancher his wal ki e-tal ki e.

CORPORAL
It's the C. O

PANCHER
(into wal ki e-tal kie)
Col onel ?

EXT. END OF RUNWAY - CONTI NUOUS
Standing next to a Jeep is the Base Conmander, COLONEL SCOTT.
SCOTT
What's the word up there? |'m
getting a lot of flack; Defense
Mnistry's got a bug up its ass.
| NTERCUT - END OF RUNVWAY / CONTROL TOWER
PANCHER

My teanmls ready to go. |Is the
shuttl e secure?

SCOTT
Affirmative. Send your boys on
down; we'll handl e the nati ves.

EXT. NEAR Al R BASE - SHORT TI ME LATER

A NASA van rolls off the rear ranp of a parked C 130 cargo
pl ane, followed by nmuch | arger equi pnent trucks.

EXT. MAIN RUNWAY - SHORT TI ME LATER

The NASA vehicl es proceed down the runway.

EXT. END OF RUNVAY - SHORT TI ME LATER

The NASA vehicles nove inside a U S. Marine perineter around
the shuttle and come to a halt. NASA personnel junp out and
set to work

Service boons fromtwo of the giant trucks rise up and extend
like fire engine |adders. NASA techs attach unbilical hoses
to connection points near the tail of the shuttle.

NEARBY - SHORT TI ME LATER

Anot her vehicle drives up. Wrkers unload an airline-type
passenger stairway and begin to wheel it up to the shuttle
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I N FRONT OF THE SHUTTLE - CONTI NUOUS
The NASA Ground Chief speaks into his van's two-way radio.

GROUND CHI EF
W' re ready to open the hatch.

| NT. CONTROL TOWER - CONTI NUOUS
A COVMUNI CATI ONS MAN weari ng a headset nods at Pancher.

COWM NAN
They' re ready.

PANCHER
Tell themto stand by.

He picks up his m crophone.

PANCHER
D scovery, what's your status?

DRI SCOLL (V. Q)
Shut down conpl ete; ready for egress.

PANCHER
Roger. The folks in Houston are
pretty anxious to hear your report.

DRI SCOLL (V. Q)
We're kind of |ooking forward to
talking to them too.

PANCHER
(smling)
Copy that. Control out.

He turns to the Conmuni cati ons Mn.

PANCHER
Alright; tell themto --

The wal ki e-tal ki e crackles in Pancher's ot her hand.

SCOTT (V.Q)
Conme in, Tower!

PANCHER
(answeri ng)
What is it, Colonel?
EXT. END OF MAI N RUNWAY - CONTI NUOUS
Col onel Scott speaks gruffly into his wal kie-talkie.

SCOrT
W' ve got conpany.
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| NT. CONTROL TOWER - CONTI NUQUS
Pancher noves closer to the observation w ndow.
THROUGH THE W NDOW

a long colum of canouflaged mlitary vehicles can be seen
headi ng down the runway toward Di scovery.

| N THE TONER
Pancher | ooks al ar ned.

PANCHER
VWho the hell is that?

| NTERCUT - CONTRCL TOAER / END OF RUNVAY

SCOrIT
Tanzani an Defense Forces. There's
a separate detachnment headi ng your
way. Better call your people back.

COVM MAN
(to Pancher)
M ke? The ground team wants to
know what's goi ng on.

SCOIT
(to Pancher)
" mtaking over this operation.

PANCHER
Shi t

He turns to the freckl e-faced Corporal.

PANCHER
Lock the door!

The Corporal freezes for a second; then he runs over and
shuts the door. Pancher grabs the headset away fromthe
Communi cations Man and puts it on.

PANCHER
(to ground team
Abort egress! Get away from
Di scovery and secure the hatch
equi pnent in the truck!

GROUND CHI EF (V.Q)
What the hell's happening, M ke?
Bad- asses are comng fromall over

PANCHER
Just get out of there!

There's a | oud POUNDI NG out si de the door. The Cor poral
W thdraws his pistol and sl owy backs away.
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MALE VO CE (V. Q)
Kuf ungua m ango!

The Tanzani ans in the room | ook apprehensive and uncertain;
t he Americans even nore so.

CORPORAL
(unst eadily)
Everybody ... get down!

Everyone takes cover except Pancher, who remains standing.
He picks up the radio mc.

PANCHER
Di scovery -- this is Control! You
are to stay in the orbiter! Repeat:
stay in the orbiter!

The POUNDI NG on the door gets |ouder. The Corporal stands
in the mddle of the room waving his gun.

CORPORAL
(to Pancher)
Get down!
PANCHER

Put your gun away!
Heavi |l y-arnmed Tanzani an sol di ers break down the door.

LEAD SOLDI ER
Kuweka chini silaha yako!

The Corporal drops his gun and thrusts his hands in the air
as the soldiers surge in.

| NT. DI SCOVERY CREW COVPARTMENT - FLI GHT DECK - SAME

Hel mets off, the astronauts listen to the conmotion in the
control tower through their headset earpieces.

TRU TT
VWhat the heck is that?

DRI SCOLL
Come in, Tower! This is Discovery!

Some i ndeci pherabl e voi ces are heard; then, nothing.

EXT. END OF MAI N RUNWAY - SHORT TI ME LATER

Col onel Scott and his nen take up defensive positions behind
their vehicles as the NASA team hastily pulls back fromthe
shuttle, leaving its hatch seal ed shut.

A SHORT DI STANCE AVAY

the Tanzanian mlitary convoy cones to a halt. Hundreds of
soldiers get out and line up in neat rows. Then the troops
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part, allowi ng a flag-adorned Jeep to drive through, noving
toward the U. S. Marine contingent.

NEAR THE SHUTTLE

Scott | ooks back at his nen.

SCOrT
Don't any of you do a damm thing
until | say so.

QUTSI DE THE MARI NE PERI METER

the Jeep stops. A |large passenger gets out.
NEAR THE SHUTTLE

Scott's LI EUTENANT | owers his binocul ars.

LI EUTENANT
It's General Zarano.
SCOTIT
Oh, Chri st
(scow s)

Come on; let's get this over with
QUTSI DE THE MARI NE PERI METER - MOMENTS LATER

Scott and the Lieutenant wal k up to the Tanzani an vehi cl e.
Standi ng beside it is GENERAL ZARAMO, hi s prodigi ous chest
covered with an inplausi ble assortnent of ribbons and nedal s.
He's a bonbastic, intimdating figure who |ooks |ike he's
about ready for his next neal.

When the Americans approach, Zarano sal utes.

ZARANMO
On behal f of President Hassan Kanot e,
| greet you.

Scott refuses to return the gesture.

SCOTT
VWhat's this all about, General ?

Zaranmo | owers his hand and frowns, then shifts his gaze to
Di scovery.

ZARAMO
It is an inpressive-|ooking plane.

SCOTT
Look, we've obviously got an
energency situation here. Your
people were fully notified.

Zaranp refocuses on Scott.
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ZARAMO
Yes ... we were notified that our
ai rspace was to be I nvaded; that
our sovereignty was to be viol at ed.
Now we are notifying you that your
presence here is no | onger wel cone.

On a cue fromhis conmmander, Zaranp's DRI VER stands in the
Jeep and begins counting the Marines with his finger, MOS.

SCOrIT
Ceneral, you know as well as | do
that we are authorized to be here,
and | demand that --

ZARAMO
You demand? You do not demand; |
demand. W have occupi ed your base;
we are in control now.

SCOrT
VWhat? That's illegal! Sabin Ar
Base is U. S. governnment property!

ZARAMO
The air base is only | eased to the
United States. W have term nated
the | ease. Now you nust | eave.

SCOrT
We're not going anywhere. W're
under orders to protect the shuttle,
and that's what we're going to do.

Zaranp casually turns to his driver

ZARAMO
Ngapi ?

DRI VER
Arobai ni na tatu.

Zaranp buoyantly turns back to Scott.

ZARAMO
You have 43 nen

He gestures toward his own troops with a sweep of his arm
ZARAMO
| have 450. That neans you are
out nunbered approxi mately 10 to 1.
Zarano grins triunphantly as Scott seet hes.

SCOTT
You son of a bitch
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ZARAMO
~ (smle fades)
| will accept your surrender.

He signals for his troops to advance. Scott |ooks helplessly
at his lieutenant, then back to Zarano.

SCOrT
You'll never get away wth this.

ZARAMO
We shall see.

| NT. HOTEL LOUNGE - DAY

Chandl er sits in an overstuffed chair holding his cell phone
to his ear. Over near the bar, a TVis show ng a Wite House
press conference above a graphi ¢ announci ng " BREAKI NG NEWS. "
A crowmd of guests is gathered around, paying rapt attention.

PRESS SECRETARY (on TV)
(readi ng statenent)

... can now confirmthat the U S.
space shuttle Discovery has made an
energency | anding at Sabin Air Base,
an Anerican mlitary installation
| ocated adjacent to the airport in
Dar es Sal aam Tanzania. W don't --

Chandl er turns away to speak on the phone.

CHANDLER
Hey -- Max; it's Dean.

| NT. VIDEO EDI TI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

On the other end is MAX TREADWAY, a well-built African-
American who | ooks |ike he could start in the NFL. He's
wor ki ng with sone sophi sticated equi pnent while other tech
people m |l about. A screen in front of himshows a |ion
running in slownotion after a gazelle.

TREADWAY
Dean Chandler? Wll, 1'll be damed.
Long tine, no see. \Were are you?

| NTERCUT - VI DEO EDI TI NG ROOM / HOTEL LOUNGE

CHANDLER
at the Hlton, in Beverly Hills.
you hear about the shuttle?

' m
Di d

TREADWAY
Yeah; it's nuts. But | gotta work.

Chandl er gl ances back up at the TW.
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CHANDLER
You're shooting for that Africa
show now, right? Wat's it called?

TREADWAY
"Eco-Safari." But what does -- ?
CHANDLER
Li sten, Max, | need you to grab al
your stuff and cone pick nme up.
TREADVWAY
Pick you up? Wy?
CHANDLER
Because | just booked us on a flight
to Nairobi.
TREADWAY
What ? What the hell for?
CHANDLER
Bi gger gane.

EXT. CTY STREET - N GHT

A sedan drives past well-lit granite and marbl e buil di ngs.
SUPER: "WASHI NGTON, D.C."

A steady rain is falling.

| NT. SEDAN - CONTI NUOUS

Devane sits silently next to a uniformed AIRMAN i n the back
seat. He |ooks out the windowto catch a blurry glinpse of

THE WH TE HOUSE

but, to his apparent surprise, the car keeps on going.

EXT. SIDE STREET - MOVMVENTS LATER

The sedan pulls up in front of the historic Od Executive
O fice Building next to the Wiite House. A MAN hol di ng an
unbrel | a approaches the car and opens the door for Devane.

UMBRELLA MAN
Good eveni ng, Professor.

Devane steps out and | ooks up at the huge gothic edifice.
UVBRELLA MAN
(gesturing)
Right this way ...
| NT. OLD EXECUTI VE OFFI CE BUI LDI NG - SHORT Tl ME LATER

Devane is led into an ornate
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MEETI NG ROOM

dom nated by a | arge conference table and illum nated by
antique chandeliers. Knots of inportant-Iooking civilian
and mlitary people are gathered around.

Standi ng near the head of the table with several advisors is
ELI ZABETH HOLBROOKE, the President of the United States -- a
silver-haired, statuesque wonman; smart and tough. She spots
Devane and cones over to greet him

HOL BROOKE
Dr. Devane; glad you could join us.
(shakes hi s hand)
| just finished your book on extra-
solar planets. It was fascinating.

DEVANE
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

The Defense Secretary, WLLI AM RAMSEY, approaches, casting
Devane a qui ck, disapproving glance. An Anerican flag pin
is affixed to the | apel of his conservative blue suit.

HOLBROOKE
(pi voti ng)
You recogni ze Secretary Ransey, |'m
sure. Bill, this is Garrett Devane.

Ransey nods at Devane dism ssively; turns to Hol brooke.

RANMBEY
| believe we're ready to get started.
HOL BROOKE
Al right; good.
(to Devane)

| apol ogi ze for bringing you into
this so |ate, but your expertise is
needed now.

DEVANE
(uncertain)
Yes ... of course.

Hol br ooke turns and wal ks back to the head of the table as
peopl e begin to take their seats. Devane finds a chair.

HOLBROOKE
Let's get everyone up to speed.
(1 ooks down the table)
Janes?

The President's National Security Advisor, JAMES MARTI N
presses a button on a device in front of him causing a
rotating, photo-realistic hologramto be projected froma
circular glass plate at the center of the table.

HOLOGRAM - A 3-D radi o signal graph hovers above the gl ass.
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MARTI N
Three-and-a-half years ago, an
unusual ly strong pul sed radi o signa
of unknown origin was detected by
the SETI group in San Franci sco.

HOLOGRAM - A series of colorful cones pop up on the graph.

MARTI N
After being sent to the Defense
Department for analysis, it was
determ ned that the signal was
artificial and extraterrestrial in
nature. Pursuant to NSC Directive
303, this information was not shared
wi th SETI and was not nmade public.

Devane turns to the President; her face betrays no enotion.

MARTI N
Over the next several nonths, the
signal continued to be nonitored by
the U S. Space Command in Col orado.
Poi nt - source conpari sons indicated
that the signal was emanating from
a variabl e position approxi mately
130 mllion mles away, heading
toward the Earth at a high but
gradually slow ng rate of speed.

HOLOGRAM - A representation of the solar system appears. A
bl i nki ng dot shows the source of the signal between Jupiter
and Mars; a dotted line indicates its projected path.

MARTI N
Several nonths after that, first
vi sual contact was made with the
emtting object, just beyond the
Moon. Wthin hours, the object
entered Earth orbit.

HOLOGRAM - The dotted line is conpl eted; the depiction of

the Earth is magnified to the size of a basketball, wth a
tiny glow ng speck slowy noving around it.
MARTI N

The object was assigned the code
name " XSAT" and was tracked by DoD
ground stations under the guise of
being a US mlitary satellite.
XSAT' s sudden appear ance was

expl ained as resulting fromthe
farlure of an experinental cloaking
devi ce which previously had made it
invisible to radar.

HOLOGRAM - The i mage zoons in on XSAT; based on the initial
phot ographs, it looks |ike a fuzzy fly.
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MARTI N
More detail ed photos of XSAT
eventual |y were obtained fromthe
I nternati onal Space Station

HOLOGRAM - XSAT becones fully visible in high-resolution
spinning on its axis as the Earth turns bel ow.

Devane's jaw drops; he leans forward, as if nesnerized.

MARTI N
By this time, XSAT's orbit had
degraded significantly. At the
known rate of regression it was
estimated that, w thout sonme form
of intervention, XSAT would enter
t he atnosphere in two years.

HOLOGRAM - I n accelerated tine, XSAT falls toward the Earth.

MARTI N
Since the conposition of XSAT s
surface materi als was unknown, it
coul d not be determ ned whet her
XSAT woul d survive de-orbit burn
and, if so, whether it would be
recoverabl e afterward.

HOLOGRAM - XSAT di sappears into the cloudy atnosphere.

MARTI N
A study was then conducted to
determne the feasibility of a
retrieval mssion by the space
shuttle, insofar as the dinensions
of XSAT were roughly conpati bl e
with the shuttle's payl oad bay.

HOLOGRAM - XSAT reappears directly above a depiction of the
space shuttle, show ng the spacecrafts’' relative size.

MARTI N
Al though by this time the shuttle
fl eet had been officially retired,
t he study concluded that, if brought
back into service, the shuttle could
be retrofitted to accommbpdat e XSAT,
and that a retrieval was viabl e.

HOLOGRAM - XSAT drops neatly into the shuttle's payl oad bay.

MARTI N
After considerabl e debate, final
approval was then issued for XSAT
recovery on the shuttle D scovery,
then on loan to the Sm thsoni an.

HOLOGRAM - Di scovery is wheeled out of its museum hangar.
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MARTI N
Wor ki ng around the clock, the
preparations for the shuttle and
Infrastructure took 18 nont hs.

HOLOGRAM - Ti ne-1 apse i mages show workers installing the
XSAT support cradle in D scovery's payl oad bay.

MARTI N
The XSAT retrieval n ssion was
| aunched | ast week.

HOLOGRAM - Discovery blasts off into the night sky.
Devane can remain silent no | onger.

DEVANE
How coul d you keep all of this quiet?
What about NASA?

Martin presses another button; the hol ogram di sappears.

MARTI N
The m ssion profile given to the
flight controllers and the astronauts
was consistent with a classified
Def ense Departnent test satellite
retrieval. Requests for additional
i nformati on were denied on the basis
of national security.

Devane takes a nonent to digest this.

DEVANE

You nean ... the crew doesn't know?
MARTI N

That's correct -- except for the

DoD- assi gned payl oad speci al i st
Vernon Richter.

Ransey, | ooking annoyed, interjects.

RAMSEY
He's been reporting to us separately.

DEVANE
But ... what of the danger?

RAMBEY
Al | XSAT indicators were negati ve.
No el ectrical discharge, no radiation --
no not hi ng.

He turns to the rest of the group, as if trying to reassure
t he ot hers as nuch as Devane.
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RAMBEY
To the best of our know edge, XSAT
is conpletely inert, except for the
protrusi on expansi on reported by
t he astronauts, which --

DEVANE
Wait -- what "protrusion expansi on?”

RANMSEY
Sonme structural elongations were
observed after XSAT was retrieved.

DEVANE
And even after that, you went ahead?

RANMBEY
XSAT had becone enneshed in the
support cradle; it was inpossible
to eject by then.
(straightens his tie)
Anyway, as It turned out, that phase
of the operation was a success.

Devane stares at Ransey.

DEVANE
Then why is the shuttle in Tanzani a?

There is an awkward sil ence; the President breaks it.

HOL BROOKE
That's what we need to find out.

EXT. NYERERE Al RPORT - TAXI WAY - DAY

Trucks laden with materials and equi prent runbl e past
di recting Tanzani an soldiers and turn onto the main runway.

EXT. END OF MAI N RUNWAY - SHORT TI ME LATER

One by one, the trucks roll to a stop near Discovery, where
nore Tanzani an soldiers nove in to help unload their cargo.

O her nmen are assenbled in work crews at various points around
the shuttle, hastily digging deep pits into the gravel overrun
whi | e superiors shout orders.

| NT. DI SCOVERY CREW COVPARTMENT - FLI GHT DECK - CONTI NUOUS

The astronauts have shed their bulky flight suits, but they
still look hot and cranped in a cabin that wasn't designed
for gravity. Anderson and Giffin stare out the w ndows;
the others are cl ose by.

ANDERSON
What are they doing out there?
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GRI FFI N
Beats ne. But | don't think it's a
wel com ng party.
(to Driscoll)
What's the | atest from Houston?

DRI SCOLL
Al'l of our guys have been deport ed;
we're the only ones left.

GRI FFI'N
So what are we supposed to do now?

DRI SCOLL
Await further instructions.

Truitt notions over his shoulder with his thunb.

TRU TT
| think the boys back hone are nore
worried about that than us.

DRI SCOLL
You nmean XSAT?

TRU TT
s why we're here, isn't it?
(pointedly, at Richter)
Isn't 1t?

That'

Ri chter, |ooking cornered, remains silent.
| NT. OLD EXECUTI VE OFFI CE BUI LDI NG - MEETI NG ROOM - SAME

The crisis neeting continues. Many people are talking at
once, but Devane 1s quiet, working through his own thoughts.

The CIA Director, SPENCER LEVAL, chall enges a young, sl eep-
deprived SYSTEMS ANALYST sitting across the table.

LEVAL
Are you trying to tell us that XSAT
caused the shuttle's mal function?

ANALYST
(tentatively)

There's no definitive proof, but
our prelimnary analysis raises the
possibility that XSAT sonehow was
able to tap into the shuttle's on-
board conmputer system and redirect
Di scovery to the alternate site.

The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, ADM RAL YARRI NGTON, | eans
forward, ready to pounce.

YARRI NGTON
How can t hat be?
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ANALYST
Al'l of the TAL contingencies are
pre-programed into the conputer.

He pauses, cautiously |ooking around the table.

ANALYST
Theoretically, it would have been
possible to 1nitiate an energency
| andi ng scenario by deliberately
causing a delay in the de-orbit
burn for half a revolution, then
reinitiating the burn so that the
shuttle was conmitted to re-entry
at the preferred TAL site.

Vi ce President LLOYD ENHARDT, seated beside his boss, pulls
of f his reading glasses and junps into the fray.

ENHARDT
"Preferred?" Are you saying that
it wanted to land I1n Africa?

A cacophony of animated voices rises up again.

MALE VO CE (O S.)
That's preposterous!

DEVANE
Actual ly, it makes sense.

Al'l eyes shift to Devane. The President urges himon.

HOLBROCKE
Pl ease expl ai n, Doctor.

DEVANE
The shuttle was supposed to | and at
Edwards Air Force Base, correct?

He turns to Defense Secretary Ransey.

DEVANE
What ki nd of setup do you have there?

Ransey stiffens.

RAMSEY
The Speci al Contai nment Center is
an evironmental | y-stabl e di sassenbly
and testing facility designed to --

DEVANE
Any bi ol ogy | abs?

RANMSEY
Yes, we --
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DEVANE
Aut opsy?

Ransey starts to | ook unconfortable.

RAMBEY
| don't, uh, personally have all of
the details on that

He turns to an Al DE for help.

Al DE
There is an aut opsy room

DEVANE
kay. So, from-- let's just say,
from XSAT's point of view -- Edwards

woul d not be a desirable |ocation.

More murmuring. The Aide confers with Ransey MOS.

The room i

HOL BROOKE
I n other words, XSAT ascertained
that our intent was to bring it to
Edwar ds for aggressive study, and
responded by instigating an energency
| anding in Tanzania, so as to avoid
t he perceived threat posed by us?

DEVANE
(nods)
Sel f-preservation is the nost
powerful instinct anong life forns
on Earth. It seens reasonable to
assune that the sane woul d be true
for alien life forns, as well.

S quiet.
HOL BROOKE
W have to get it back
(pauses)

Unfortunately, the Tanzani ans are
not cooperating. Evidently they

think they can use the shuttle as
sonme ki nd of bargaining chip.

LEVAL
It's worse than that. W' ve just
| earned that President Kanote has
agreed to allow a team of Chi nese
"technical advisors" to secretly
enter the country from Mdzanbi que.

YARRI NGTON
Jesus H. Chri st



LEVAL
We suspect that they're interested
in XSAT's purported radar cl oaking
t echnol ogy, which we've fabricated.

HOL BROOKE
Wuld we know i f someone tried to
open t he payl oad bay?

Nat i onal Security Advisor Martin speaks up.

MARTI N
The crew woul d know, as |ong as
t hey remai ned on board.

LEVAL
That woul d be seen by our spy
satellites, as well.

HOL BROOKE
But there's nothing which would
actual ly prevent an incursion.

MARTI N
That's right.

ENHARDT
So what we need is a deterrent

Devane brashly interrupts.

Devane sm

DEVANE
Excuse ne -- | think we're forgetting
one thing.

HOLBROCKE

VWhat's that, Doctor?

DEVANE
The object, or whatever's controlling
it, may attenpt to release itself.

RAMBEY
| think that's pretty unlikely.
After all, it was unable to stop us
fromcapturing it.
l es wanly.

DEVANE
Has anyone in this room consi dered
what an extraordi nary coinci dence
it is that XSAT, a unique spacecraft
produced by an uni nmagi nably different
civilization, was able to fit, al nost
perfectly, inside the shuttle bay?

There's no response.

60.



DEVANE
O fhand, 1'd say the odds agai nst

that are at least a mllion to one.

RAMBEY
Meani ng?

DEVANE
Meaning that it probably isn't a
coi nci dence at all.

ENHARDT
Then what is it?

DEVANE
To borrow a page fromhistory ..
(turns to Hol brooke)
... it appears that we have been
of fered a Troj an horse.

[ TO VI EWENTI RE SCRI PT, PLEASE CONTACT ROBERT CHOLETTE]
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